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Find out what young people in North West
L_eicestershire youth councils, area forums

and school councils are involved In.
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North West Leicestershire Youth Council held their 5th annual
youth conference on 6th November 2009 to coincide with the
government initiative 11 million takeover day where young people
in the UK participate in decision making. The conference was
called “changes” and focused on what changes young people in
North West Leicestershire would like to see in their lives. There
was representation from all the 8 district schools who sent
students from their school councils to be part of the day.
After a variety of welcome addresses, ice breakers and activities,
young people decided on the following 5 priorities for change:-

<

e Discounts in shops, for entertainment and travel
e Confidence to implement change
e Less intimidating behaviour towards young people
¢ Pride in self and community
e More youth clubs and activities.

The school co-ordinators also met at the conference to share their
experiences of running school councils. There were discussions
around how the youth council reflects student councils, the
challenges facing school councils and how there can be more links
between the youth council and school councils. This newsletter is
one of the ways that it was felt we could increase communication,
where information can be shared and all youth forums in the area
will have more knowledge of the local issues affecting each other.

The District Youth Council is now looking at ways of restructuring
to add even more representation to young people voices. This will
mean more locality forums linking in to the process. For more
information on the developments WATCH THIS SPACE
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Junction 11 Youth Forum

In the summer of 2008 young people in Measham and Ashby were consulted about the building of a
new youth centre in Measham, particularly where they wanted it to be built and what facilities they
wanted. Young people themselves helped to devise a survey and then 600 young people in the area
were consulted. A year later, a new site has been identified and negotiations are underway to buy
the site, and architects are being consulted. Other local initiaves include drop in club nights and band
nights at the Sir John Moore Foundation in Appleby Magna and plans to build a recording
studio/rehearsal room for young musicians in a cellar below the main building.

With all these initiatives going on, the concept of a youth forum for the Appleby
Magna/Measham/Ashby area is being developed by adults and young people together, so that more
young people can be consulted on a wider range of issues. The response has been very enthusiastic
and a draft constitution has been drawn up. The structure of the forum is flexible and can be changed
according to what young people think will work best. The vision is that all young people involved
have a voice that is heard, and learn new skills that will make the forum effective, democratic and fair

to all.

Greenhill Locality News
Thringstone - Detached workers have met
with a group of young people on a park on
Henson's lane in Thringstone. They have
discussed ideas to improve the area. After
Christmas there is a planned project to
legally graffiti the long wall that separates
the park from the local football team
ground. On from this hopefully young
people and staff would like to see the area
improved.

Whitwick - young people and youth service
staff met recently with local councillors, and
North West Leicestershire District Council
staff to work towards having a new build
youth club. A YOF (youth opportunities
fund) bid was accessed with other monies
from the selling of the previous youth club
and it is hoped by summer the village will
have a new built youth centre.
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Ashby School Council Update

Ashby School Student Council is part of Ashby’s
Student Voice. The vyear started with a
comprehensive review of all the Student Voice
provision that currently exists in the school,
with students working in small focus groups to
discuss issues such as student representation in
faculty areas, peer mediation, student
interviewers and the possibility of involving
students in lesson observations. Since then, we
have established a student led lunchtime
listening group and have held our first Student
Council meeting. In this, the usual agenda items
appeared (uniform and planners), but a more in-
depth discussion took place over the way in
which year 9 students are advised and prepared
for the selection of their Key Stage 4 options, as
well as the action the school is taking to
improve this process. The council were
instrumental in changing the way options are
presented to students, which will have a
significantly impact on the choices made at this
important transition phase.

Longer term, we are looking at appointing two
Associate Student Governors and a governor is
receiving training on this in January. A member
of teaching staff is starting to work with
students to train them in lesson observation and
the criteria used to judge a lesson’s quality.




Castle Donington Locality News

The Castle Donington Crew started when youth workers and the street environment officers
started working on the Bosworth Road estate. We met in school or out on the streets and
discussed some of the issues in our area — that we had nowhere to meet safely, there was a lot
of litter and that young people were generally bored! The we talked about how we could make
things better and also improve the image of young people in the area. We have met up
regularly and have made so much progress that we are extending our youth forum from the
estate to the whole of the village, calling ourselves the “Castle Donington Crew”. We have
already organised several litter picking days, planted flowers in scruffy grass verges and open
spaces, planned and run an activity day with games, climbing wall etc, run a graffiti art project,
applied for and received funding for a teen shelter, appled to the Parish Council to use the new
sports pavilion for our youth club, a successful YOF bid for new, vandal proof goals, met with
Parish Councillors and our MP in a successful campaign to get new street lighting installed ,
participated in coffee mornings at the Elderly People’s Day centre and applied for funding to do
animated puppet workshops, street dance, football coaching and use the mobile climbing wall.

We are now planning to develop the Castle Donington Crew as a forum with a difference! It will
represent young people in the village on the Parish Council, Tenants and Resident’s Association,
School councils and other forums. We hope to work in close partnership with Castle Donington
Parish Council where we have already attended some meetings and are happy to do more
presentations to them.

Newbridge School Council

We have met to discuss good causes we’d like to support this year, especially with the
school’s non uniform days. We also sent reps to the youth conference and some have
volunteered to help put ideas forward for the youth zone at picnic in the park in June. The
rest of our work has been to lobby our headteacher about internal matters like mobile
phones, litter, toilets and the one way system in the school.




IBSTOCK - STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT

The Student Council had a very productive whole- day ‘Workshop’ on Friday, 15% January. This
took place in the library, which was booked out to the council for the entire day. The school has
never tried this approach before and so it was something very new for the students (and the
school). Mr. King kindly agreed to provide funding for a working lunch in the library for whole
Student Council. This enabled us to remain focused as a group for the whole time! The students
were split into working parties according to the projects they had started last term. They had
access to computers, video cameras and telephones and proved themselves to be very capable,
resourceful and pro-active. Some of the outcomes from the day are outlined below;

Safe and Secure Initiative. This group looked at lunch time behaviour and bullying. They
produced a powerpoint presentation for students on the role of lunchtime supervisors and
organised to shadow supervisors so they could see what the issues were.

Youth Club Survey. This group are looking into the use of the Youth Club by students at
lunchtime. There is some feeling within the Student Council that the Youth Club might be a
suitable area for vulnerable and insecure students to access. They have produced a survey
which they will be asking Youth Club users to complete whilst they are visiting the club during
lunchtime. This working group also plan to visit the Youth Club themselves every day for a week
to monitor the activities on offer and the levels of usage. They will look at the reasons students
are using the Youth Club and the behaviour of the users. They will then report their findings
back to the Safe and Secure Committee.

Toilets

This working group are looking at the problems and possible solutions to the toilet issue. They
have organised for a contractor to come in a quote for the work they’d like to have done.
Assembly Group. The Student Council are delivering assembly to the school during the week
commencing 1% February. The focus of this is to raise awareness of the Safe and Secure initiative
among the student body. This group have been preparing a bullying video (written, acted and
filmed by them!) and a power point presentation for the assembly. They will actually be
presenting this assembly to the school themselves (if all goes to plan!).

There were several other working groups involved in a variety of issues, the above is just a
sample of the work that was carried out during the workshop on the 15 January. The students
were empowered and rose to the challenge, learning and developing many new life skills
throughout the day: canvassing people for opinion; making business telephone calls ;negotiating
skills; asking for quotations; arranging, coordinating and confirming meetings and letter writing
to name but a few.

The Student Council could not have achieved all this without the benefit of a whole day
workshop. The day was a huge success and | really hope that this is a model that can be adopted
and used on a termly basis to develop the effectiveness of the Student Voice at Ibstock
Community College.




Y-TALK

North West Leicestershire District Council has received funds for the voice of
young people across the district. With the changes to youth council this project
will help to launch the new local forums approach to hearing the voice of young

people.

A major part of the work will be the creation of a social network for young
people across the district to have their say, with links into Facebook, MSN, and
other popular networks the new system called * -Y a lwi#i have individual
profiles and the opportunities to collect badges, friends and other collectables,
however the main reason for this, is for young people to be able to post their
concerns, ideas, opinions or comments. The local forums will then be able to see
what young people in their area are saying and what their concerns are.

The launch of * -Y a ltokk'place at Measham youth club on Saturday 20" March
2010, between 12:00 — 5:00pm, this included live young bands, Xbox
competitions, Sk8 park, food and more. With fantastic prizes including an
iphone, ipods and more, it was a great day. Many people came along to find out
more about * -Y a | akd’'what’s happening with forums in their area.

If you would like any more information on * -Y a lorkhe voice of young people
then please contact Tony Smith. Connecting Communities Project Manager.
01530 454835.

WE WANT TO PRODUCE A
NEWSLETTER EACH TERM. THE
DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ONE
WILL BE 7™ MAY 2010. WE’D
LOVE TO HAVE SOME
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM YOUNG
PEOPLE, EITHER UPDATING ON
THE WORK OF THEIR YOUTH
COUNCIL, OR TELLING US

WHAT IS YOUR ROLE IN YOUR YOUTH FORUM?
WHAT DO YOU GET OUT OF BEING INVOLVED?
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