Harborough Youth Council
1st June 2009

Roman Way Community Centre
Present:  Dylan, Lisa, Stacey, Adam, Zac, Sophie, Claudia, Kieran, Natalie, Georgie, Becky, Tim
Apologies: No apologies were given at the meeting. However, an issue was bought up because at the last meeting Sophie was dropped off at the Council Offices when the meeting was actually at Roman Way Community Centre but no one knew that she was missing as someone had given apologies for Sophie at the meeting. Everyone please make sure you have Jane’s number in your phone and only give your apologies to Jane.

Questionnaire

The group then filled out the Police Authority and School Nurses Questionnaires.

Extraordinary General Meeting

This meeting is officially an EGM and the position of events officer is available.

Kieran stood for the position of events officer and was voted in by a majority vote.

The group had a discussion about whether or not they felt that a clause should be added in about having to have previous experience before someone is eligible to stand for an executive position. The group decided to take a vote on the issue with the proposed changes being as follows:
EITHER:

· Make no changes and leave the constitution as it is

· Have to have attended at least 1 meeting and any relevant experience

· Minimum fixed term, such as 4 previous meetings

· Just a recommended term

It was decided by majority that in order to stand for an executive position a person must have been to at least one meetings and have relevant experience.

Here by Rights

According to the Here by Rights website, it is defined as “Hear by Right is a tried and tested standards framework for organisations across the statutory and voluntary sectors to assess and improve practice and policy on the active involvement of children and young people.  It uses measurable standards to map the current level of young people's participation across a wide range of service providers and then strategically develop an action plan to further this.”  

Basically Here by Rights looks at how involved young people are in organisations. Young people need to understand that it is their right to be involved in decision making and almost all aspects of decision making.

Local Development Framework

This relates to the development of Harborough District over the next few years. Last meeting the youth council had a presentation from a member of the district council about this. There are a number of up-coming consultation events. These are on:

9th June for the Harborough Area and is being held at the Harborough District Council Offices 7pm – 9pm

16th June for the Lutterworth Area and is being held at Swiftway Centre, Central Avenue 7pm – 9pm

17th June for the Broughton Astley Area and is being held at Broughton Astley Village Hall 7.30pm – 9pm

23rd June for all rural areas and is being held at the Harborough District Council Offices 7pm – 9pm

The key themes that will be discussed on these evenings are:

· Climate change

· Transport

· Wider community infrastructure

· Settlement hierarchy and community

· Strategic distribution of housing

· Broad locations of housing development

· Affordable housing

· Gypsy and traveller provision

· Employment provision

· Town centres and shopping

· Environmental assets

· Developer contributions

Stella is going to prepare a document that explains more about each of these points and this will be on The Jitty for anyone who wants to read more information before they go to one of the consultation events.

Positive Activities 

There is £30,000 available for young people aged 10-19 who are involved in positive activities. A positive activity covers a wide range of activities but it can be: something fun, cultural, sports, arts and team work.

Stella also asked the group what age ranges should be grouped together. There were various suggestions including:

· 10-13 and 14-19

· 10-12 and  13-15 and 16-19

· Broken up into schools years: 10-13, 14-16, 17-19

The group also felt that it depends on the activity and how it is marketed.

The group were then asked where the activities should be. After a short discussion it was decided that some activities should be based in the central locations and towns where as some activities could be delivered in villages and on a much more localised level.

The group then took a vote on the possible options for the money. The options were as follows:

· Trips to keep locations throughout the year (targeted individuals would be a priority)

· Chill out bus in rural locations and towns with a variety of activities

· Events with transport from villages

· Funding stream for existing groups to provide additional activities

The group decided that having the Chill out bus in rural locations and towns with a variety of activities was the best idea.

Publicity

There was a problem with the old logo and getting it printed onto the publicity materials. Craig has done a new logo. Tim explained that the triangle represents the Pyramid of Participation and Harborough District Council and the arrow represents progression and moving upwards.

There was a discussion regarding the colour of the logo and it was decided that the logo should be in orange. Some people were unsure about the font of the logo and so Tim said that he would email the logo around and get any comments that people want to make.
Tim fed back to the group that hoodys would cost £18.50 each and the group agreed that if we can get the hoodys in time for the carnival then they should be ordered, but if not then it should be postponed until the conference.

There was the suggestion of having a tag line under the logo but everyone felt that this is not something that should be rushed and if the group does want a tag line then they can perhaps think about one for the future.

Carnival

The carnival is a good opportunity for networking and getting contact details for new young people. Harborough carnival is on 13th June and any volunteers would need to be there from 11am till 5pm. Although Lisa and Tim were the only people who volunteered as everyone else had other commitments. Jane said that she will sort out taxis for anyone who wants to go.

Nightclub Update

Kieran is still working on getting a meeting with the club to progress things further. It was also suggested that he should speak to Henry Watley from the police.

It was suggested that they could get some promotional flyers printed to advertise the event and possibly use the last day of the school holidays to launch the event. Stella also mentioned that if they are giving out flyers then they should also arrange an additional litter collection in case people drop any flyers.

Events

Everyone was asked to think about events for next meeting, for example Lutterworth Carnival 15th August. These events can then be used to advertise the youth council also over the district.

Stella is going to book a stall for the Lutterworth Carnival.

Project 515

CYCLe has been asked to spend £515,000 on young people which has come from a department that no longer exists. When the department was set up it was decided that any under spend would be given to the young people of Leicestershire. CYCLe has asked all the local youth councils to have a discussion about what sort of things they think the money should be spent on. The suggestions were:

· Activity days

· Battle of the bands

· Funding and refurbishment of the chill out bus

· Cinema
· Facilities for Broughton Astley

Meeting Closed

