MINUTES OF YOUTH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES ON THURSDAY 14 APRIL 2005
Those Present:  David Taylor MP, Cllr Derek Howe, Malcolm Cox, Amy Brooke, Ro Riley, Helen P, Lorraine Simpson-Ward, Becky K, Libby B, Warren H, Amelia E, Jenny W, Dariusz A, Dean B, Chloe H, Cassie R, Dean S, Ashley T, Aidan B, Alicia B, Daniel B, Emma B.

Apologies: Nicole R, Becky H

	1
	Welcome

Malcolm welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave special thanks to David Taylor MP and Councillor Derek Howe.

Malcolm explained that part of the role of the Youth Council is to have a relationship with the Council and Councillors, find out what they do and how they can help with issues around young people.



	2
	Introduction from David Taylor MP

David explained that he had been the local MP for the past 8 years and was hoping to continue the role after the general election.  He represents 20,000 under 18s as well as 70,000 over 18s.  Any MP should represent everyone, not just those who voted for them.  District Councillors represent different areas of the district as do County Councillors and Parish Councillors, all having different responsibilities for certain areas of work.  If anyone has an issue that they need help with resolving David can put people in touch with the relevant Councillor and advise on the best way to resolve it.  The best way to contact him is by e.mail TAYLORDL@parliament.uk or write a letter, telephone 01530 814372 or call in to the constituency office on London Road.



	
	The floor opened up for questions.  Areas covered included lack of youth club now at Ashby Ivanhoe, Anti-social behaviour orders, Parish Councils only allocating money to adults, lack of equipment and staff for Kegworth Youth Centre, decline of Coalville town centre, local bus services, lack of youth club at Battram even though a new facility is being built.



	
	Malcolm explained to David that the Youth Council is young and just starting to understand the processes involved, especially with regards local government, in tackling areas of concern for young people.  



	3
	Councillor Howe

Councillor Howe attended the meeting to introduce himself as Lead member for Safer Communities.  He has a particular interest in young people and getting them involved in local issues as well as helping them address issues that affect them.



	4
	Focus Groups



	4.1
	Music Mayhem (Picnic in the Park)

· Judging Panel – At least six people needed.  Will score each act on confidence, ability to fill the time and quality of performance.  Each score will be out of 10.  If less than six willing Youth Council members are not in attendance, members of the audience will be asked to score.  The scores will be written down and will be confidential.  

· Interval music needed.  Ashley to be asked to provide this.

· Hosts – Dean and Becky.  Need to plan what they are going to say.

· Other roles are: Stage hand (Daniel) Entrance tickets and backstage (Cassie/Chloe) Judges (Libby)- more help to run event is needed

· Acts – 10 maximum covering a variety.  Each act to say where they are from and why they would like to win.

Rules

· No alcohol or drugs allowed on the premises

· No offensive/abusive language in song lyrics

· As it is a multi genre music event please give respect to other musical talents/interests

· Anyone who appears to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs will be refused entry

· Each act must be able to perform for 10mins

· It is no smoking in the venue

· You are welcome to bring spectators though persons under School Yr 6 must be accompanied by an adult

· Event will start at 7pm prompt

Amy will draw up an events planner for the night.



	4.2
	The Jitty

This is the County website for Youth.  A part of the site has been set up just for North West Leicestershire and awareness needs to be raised to its existence.  One idea is to do a publicity stunt in Leicester.  ‘Dress up as dogs chasing a fox’ was one idea which the group liked.  A story board will be drawn up to plan this and contact needs to be made with the police.



	4.3
	Battram

A lovely new centre is being built in Battram but the group would like to set up something for teenagers.  They will write to the Parish Council, copy to David Taylor and the relevant District Councillor and County Councillors with support from Lorraine.  



	4.4
	Peer Mentoring

This group are starting from scratch as a questionnaire prepared by one of the group in the past was not available.  Sex, anti-social behaviour, drugs, smoking, how to manage money and stress are all areas to be covered.  The first focus is on Anti-social Behaviour Orders to explain what they are and what issues are to help use energy in positive ways.



	4.5
	Focus Group Comments

In regard to the Peer Mentoring Malcolm explained that there are other groups in the County which could help with training for peer mentoring.  They could also use the website for support.



	5
	Round Up



	
	Annual General Meeting 

The next meeting on 12th May will be the Annual General Meeting.  If anyone wants to stand for election they need to complete the attached form and be prepared to speak at the meeting as to why they should be elected.



	
	Youth Achievement Award

Members are asked to keep evidence of their attendance at meetings, any paperwork they do, notes they take etc. This is needed to be able to obtain the certificate. This can be kept in the folders given out at the residential (anyone not having one can ask Malcolm).  



	
	Dean – Princes Trust

A presentation for Dean is to be held on Thursday 5th May (time tbc).  Dean asks if anyone could come along a support.  Details will be posted on the Jitty.



	6
	Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 12th May, 6.00pm at the Council Offices.

The Annual General Meeting will start at 7pm prompt.  See attached. 


