MINUTES OF THE YOUTH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES
THURSDAY 11TH JAN 2007

Those Present:  Malcolm Cox Lorraine Simpson-Ward, Amy Brooke, Dean, Warren, Daniel, Dariusz, Libby, Callum, Kate O’Farrell, Karl, Freddie, Kirsty, Jessica, Jenny, Jason, Katie, Jordan, Gina, Ben

Cllr Clayfield, Cllr Harrop, Cllr Sheahan, Cllr Peace, Margaret Martin, Lesley Birtwistle, John Richardson

Apols were received from Becky, Cllr Holland, Cllr Webster, Mike Roffey

1. Welcome

Dean welcomed everyone to the meeting and started the meeting off with a few icebreaker games

2. Presentation  - Members of Scrutiny

Dean introduced John Richardson, Head of Leisure and Culture to the meeting to introduce the next item.

John reported back that following a meeting of the Policy and Review Development Board members had been invited by the chair to present to the Youth Council a presentation on how the Youth Council can work better with the Scrutiny Boards in the future.

Lesley Birtwistle - Scrutiny Officer for the Council gave a presentation on the function of the scrutiny board giving examples of their recent visit to South Norfolk District Council.

Lesley reported she was impressed by the scope of work the Youth Council had achieved so far and welcomed further development of this with support from Scrutiny.

3. Group work

The group spilt into smaller groups to look at ways in which the Youth Council could work better with scrutiny in the future

Feedback was as follows:

· Need to make meetings less intimidating – working in smaller groups to make people join in more

· Provide better environment – more comfy

· Less talk more action

· More effort to reach those who don’t come

· Carry out consultations in small areas/villages

· Responsibility – finding out who is responsible for the things we want to change i.e. transport, lack of facilities 

· Meet councillors more – discuss issues

· Provide youth friendly booklets

· Involve YP from the beginning

· Relaxed and informal meeting

· Meetings at convenient times

· Provide info in text/email

· Provide and take photographs of problems, good things and bad as evidence

· Video consultations

At this point, most Councillors left the meeting

4. Youth Exec mins
Libby reported back from the meeting of the last Exec. A discussion took place on how the Youth Council wanted the scrutiny board to support them in their work.

It was important this related to the priorities identified in the Youth Conference in November

It was agreed it would be useful if scrutiny could help the Youth Council develop and promote parishes and groups to involve and support YP in their local area. This would help tackle the ‘youth provision in every area’ priority.

Lesley to report this back to Scrutiny

5. Caribbean trip 

Lorraine reported about an opportunity for young people to visit the Caribbean next year on a Youth Trip. Only 15 places for young people. You need to be16yrs next summer and raise £1300 to go on the trip. For more info see Lorraine

6. PITP

Amy asked for ideas on how to start developing PITP 2007 and in particular Battle of the Bands. The Youth Council wants more involvement in it this year and need to be involved in initial planning. A meeting is being held on 5th Feb to discuss. Katie, Dean, Daz, Ash, Freddie, Gina, Karl and Jason to be involved in the meeting. Amy to write a letter to them.

Amy to ask Becky to prepare an article for Vision asap. The process to apply is to remain the same as last yr
Next Meetings:

Youth Exec

 
31st Jan
PITP planning meeting
5th Feb

Main Meeting


8th Feb
